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THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A RIGHT HEART 
A great key to sharing our faith effectively with others, to prospering in life and to longevity in ministry
The bible says much about the importance of having a right heart. The spiritual condition of our heart will greatly affect the degree to which we walk in victory as a believer
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

Jesus Himself said, “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45)
What is in our heart will be reflected in the way that we live our life and in the way that we speak to others
King David wrote, “I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvellous works. I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.” (Psalm 9:1-2)

“I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.” (Psalm 138:1)

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)
King David was the only one referred to in the bible as being a man after God’s own heart.

In the book of Acts we read, “And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Acts 13:22)

God always looks at our heart rather than our outward appearance. In Jeremiah 17:10 we read, “I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings.” (Jeremiah 17:10) 
We see this also clearly when we look at the account of God choosing David to be Israel’s second king after refusing to appoint any of his older brothers including Eliab. 

In the book of Samuel we read,
“So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him!” (1 Samuel 16:6)

“But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts.” (Proverbs 21:2)

Jesus Himself emphasised the importance of having a right heart when He spoke to the scribes and Pharisees. He did this by referring to what Isaiah the prophet had prophesied about them,

“‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,
And honor Me with their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Matthew 15:8-9)
As Christians it is important that we are ready to share our faith at any time (both in season and out of season)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His Kingdom: *Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season...” (2 Timothy 4:1-2)

As Christians we are also meant to be salt and light in the world as we bring the goodness of God into our world through the way that we live our lives
Jesus Himself said,

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)

The way that we live our life has the greatest impact on others. For this reason we must not allow the ways of the world to negatively influence our heart attitudes and the way that we live our life

For some people we may be the only bible that they read

The Apostle Paul wrote, “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men;” (2 Corinthians 3:2)

“Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.” (2 Corinthians 2:14)

“Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14-15)

We are now also living in the perilous and lawless times that the Apostle Paul wrote about and Jesus spoke of
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
Jesus Himself said,
“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:10-13) 
For all these reasons it is so important that we continually maintain a right heart and that we do not give place to the devil and give him a foothold in our life through allowing wrong attitudes and desires to develop in our heart
The Apostle Paul wrote in relation to not allowing anger to become a stronghold in our lives,

“Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-27)
Jesus made it clear that what is in the heart of a person will be reflected in the way that they live their life
Jesus Himself said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. For from within, out of the heart of a men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man.” (Mark 7:20-23)
When our heart is right towards both God and others it will be reflected in a positive way through the way that we live our life and demonstrate Christlike character

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

In the book of Acts we see the spiritual dangers of allowing wrong attitudes and desires to develop, or to remain in our heart

“Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done. Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity. Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me.” (Acts 8:13-24)
So quickly how can we continually maintain a right heart in a world full of temptations and challenges and where there is growing opposition and hostility in many places towards Christianity
1) We must always be quick to forgive others who hurt us. We must refuse to allow offences to enter our heart
Jesus Himself said, “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
2) The importance of maintaining a servant heart. Using our gifts and talents to serve and to bless others
Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)

3) Always seeking to remain humble, especially when we experience success in our life. Pride always precedes a fall

In the book of James we read, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)

4) The importance of continually keeping short accounts with God 

It is so important that we have a repentant heart where we are quick to repent of things that are not right in our life

This is a great key to maintaining a soft heart and to keeping a clear communication line to God 

The bible also warns of the potential consequences of continually persisting in any known areas of sin or disobedience. Having a repentant heart helps us to continually enjoy intimate fellowship with God

In the book of Hebrews we read, “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)

As Christians we can be assured that God will never leave nor forsake us. But we must be careful that we do not allow things into our life that will cause us to drift away from our walk with the Lord. Our faith is the most precious thing that we have. Having a repentant heart helps us to remain intimate in our walk with the Lord and to hear clearly from God so that we can make good choices in life 
When we repent of our sins God immediately forgives us of our sins and cleanses us from all unrighteousness
The Apostle John wrote,

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
5) Refusing to be envious or jealous of others 
We need to be content with what God gives to us and entrusts to our care and what He has called us to do in life. We must refuse to compare ourselves with others 

Learning to be content with what we have and do is a great key to enjoying the fullness of life that Jesus spoke of
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.” (1 Timothy 6:6-7)
Being envious or jealous of others will steal our joy and peace and prevent us from loving others unconditionally. We must simply choose to not be envious or jealous of others and to be thankful to God for what we have. This is a great key to maintaining a right heart
Always seeking the best for others helps us to not becoming envious or jealous of what others have or do. We need to rejoice with those who rejoice. Where envy and self seeking exist there will always be problems
In the book of James we read, “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” (James 3:13-16)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” (Philippians 2:3)
6) Having a right attitude towards money. That money is ALWAYS our servant and not our master

Jesus Himself said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
7) Being careful about what we look at and listen to

The spirit of the world is getting stronger and stronger. We must therefore be careful that we do not listen to and look at things that will cause us to develop ungodly desires and addictions. The devil is continually looking for ways to cause Christians to stumble and fall

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
The Holy Spirit will warn us of things that we should not be looking at and listening to, so as to help us to not stumble and fall in our walk with the Lord
Jesus Himself said in relation to the devil’s intent to destroy our lives, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy...” (John 10:10)  

We must be careful therefore to be selective about what we look at and listen to, so that we do not develop ungodly desires that will make it easier for the devil to cause us to stumble and fall in our walk with the Lord
In the book of James we read, “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.” (James 1:12-16)

Jesus Himself also said, “The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness.” (Luke 11:34)

8) Having a lifestyle of worship. This is a great key to gaining God’s heart for people. God inhabits the praises of His people
In the book of Psalms we read, “But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3)

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (Psalm 100:4)

King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)  

Jesus Himself said, “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)
Having a lifestyle of worship helps us to keep a soft heart both towards God and others
9) Continually meditating on the word of God to develop Kingdom thinking. We need to allow the word of God to go from our head to our heart
In the book of Psalms we read, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)
The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
10) Continually choosing to love all people. The feelings will always follow. We must refuse to allow attitudes to develop towards other people. The greatest is love
Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.  Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us...” (Ephesians 4:32, 5:1-2)

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” (1 Corinthians 14:1)
Jesus also said, “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:44-45)

We must simply choose to love all people at all times. This is a great key to maintaining a right heart. The simple fact is that none of us are perfect and that we all need grace both from others and from God
11) We need to always look for the best in others
We need to see people the way that Jesus would. When an unbeliever comes to Christ he becomes a new creation in Christ and has a new nature due to his spirit being born again from above. We must never doubt God’s ability to transform lives
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

“Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.” (Romans 14:1)
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with long suffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3)
“For there is no partiality with God.” (Romans 2:11)
We are all uniquely different. We need to learn to appreciate the differences in others and always choose to look for the best in others, whilst also encouraging those who are struggling in their life to become all that God has planned for their life 
Like Jesus we need to have a genuine love for all people
Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
12) We must refuse to entertain wrong and critical attitudes towards others

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. ... So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or cause to fall in our brother’s way.” (Romans 14:10, 12-13)

Jesus Himself said, “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.” “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:1-5)

Jesus does not forbid criticism, opinions, or the condemnation of wrongdoing. What He forbids is the spirit of faultfinding and the critical spirit that overlooks one’s own shortcomings while assuming the role of supreme judge in respect to the sins of others 

13) Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit and learning to walk in the Spirit

Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit is a great key to maintaining a right heart towards others. God is love and the more we are filled with all the fullness of God, the more we will relate to all people in a loving and Christlike manner
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19)

Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit also makes it easier for us to walk in the Spirit and to say no to our fallen human nature when we are being tempted to react in the flesh

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:14-16)
Learning to live a life under the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit (walking in the Spirit) is a great key to maintaining a right and loving heart towards others
The whole Christian walk is about becoming more like Christ over time so that we can truly be salt and light in our world
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
This is why it is so important that we continually allow Christ to do the work of change in our lives by yielding to the work of the Holy Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,” (Colossians 3:8-10)
“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.” (Colossians 3:12-14)
The Apostle Paul also wrote, “I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.” (Galatians 5:16-18)

Walking in the Spirit needs to be a continual choice so that we can maintain a right heart and consistently demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

14) The importance of always seeking to maintain unity in our homes and workplaces. People thrive in an atmosphere of love and unity
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” (Romans 12:16-18)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.” (Romans 14:19)
It is so important that our homes are our havens. We must refuse to allow the enemy to introduce strife into our homes by always seeking to live at peace with others. When there is strife in our homes it is harder to live wholeheartedly for the Lord. Having peace in our homes helps us to have peace in our hearts
Particularly for children it is crucial that they are given the opportunity of growing up in an atmosphere of love and acceptance. Children that grow up in loving homes are more likely to grow up into emotionally healthy adults
15) Not allowing the desire for other things, the cares of this world and the pleasures of life to steal our affections for Christ
Jesus in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower said,

“The sower sows the word. And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” (Mark 4:14-20)

It is so important that we continually keep our focus on the eternal things and that we live our life with a focus on helping to see God’s Kingdom being established here on earth; That we are in the world but not of it; That we continually focus on living for the Kingdom Cause   

Without a firm commitment to living for the Kingdom Cause we will invariably be distracted by the things of this world and lose our passion for the things of God and bear little or no eternal fruit in our life here on earth
16) The importance of continually having the right friends in our life who will encourage us to live a godly lifestyle and to live for the Kingdom Cause

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)
“Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.” (Proverbs 22:24-25)
17) Learning to live a disciplined thought life where we quickly take all wrong thoughts captive and replace them with Christ centred thoughts. It is so important that we always focus on and think on things that will help to build us up and to edify ourselves
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
The Apostle Paul gave us good advice on what we should meditate on when he wrote,
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
It is so important that we continually win the battle for the mind and only allow Christ centred thoughts to predominate in our thinking process. This is vitally important because what we think about will eventually affect our heart attitudes and the way that we live our life and relate to others
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he...” (Proverbs 23:7)
One of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s quotes was;
“Sow a thought and you reap an action; sow an act and you reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a character; sow a character and you reap a destiny.”

And

18) Continually setting our mind on things above and maintaining our hunger for the things of God. It is so important that we always put Christ FIRST in our life and plans. Our love for Christ is the greatest key to maintaining a right heart
This is why Jesus said, “‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

Our ability to grow in Christlike character and to love our neighbours as our self only comes from spending quality time with the LORD
Jesus made this clear when He said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
Especially given the lawless times that we are now living in, we need to make our love for Christ our greatest priority in life

Like King David we need to continually seek after God so that we get to know Him intimately as our best friend

King David, who was a man after God’s own heart wrote,

“O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

Having an intimate prayer life where we learn to give our cares to the Lord in prayer is a great key to maintaining peace in our heart
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Given the many temptations and distractions in our world today, how we need to continually choose to keep our mind on things above

The Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Colossians 3:1-2)

Intimacy with the Lord and keeping our focus on things above are great keys to helping us to maintain a right heart that is full of God’s compassion for others

What I have shared in this teaching is a number of disciplines and lifestyle choices that we can learn from the bible to help us to consistently maintain a right heart

It is vitally important as Christians that we continually keep our heart with all diligence in the light of what the bible says about the heart; That “the heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked...” (Jeremiah 17:9)
Even King David, who was the only one referred to in the bible as being a man after God’s own heart, fell into great sin when he looked upon Bathsheba bathing as he walked on the top of his palace. 
Following this he had an affair with Bathsheba and had her husband Uriah murdered by sending him into the forefront of the hottest battle of a war and then requesting that the rest of the troops withdraw so that he would be killed. 
David’s heart had become so calloused that he even sent the instructions to Joab to leave Uriah on the front line of battle by himself through the hand of Uriah himself. (We see this account in chapter 11 of the book of 2 Samuel) 
After being confronted by the prophet Nathan, King David then repented of these sins. (We see this in verses 1 to 15 of Chapter 12 of 2 Samuel) We see David’s prayer of repentance in Psalm 51. 

From that time on we see that the sword never departed from David’s house with even his own son Absalom dying as he tried to overthrow David as King. There are always consequences for the sins that we commit in life
So if King David, who had such a great love for God could so fall into sin through looking at what he should not have been looking at and become so calloused in his heart to even have someone murdered, how we all need to be careful to guard our hearts with all diligence

The keys that we have discussed in this teaching are to help us to continually maintain a right heart
As we maintain a right heart we will always be passionate about our faith and ready in season and out of season to share our faith
As we maintain a right heart we will also shine in the world around us and help to bring the goodness of God into our families, schools, workplaces and wherever we go

As we maintain a right heart we will also always be ready for the imminent rapture of all true believers which will happen before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ here to earth at the end of the great tribulation period
Given the nearness of the rapture of all true believers, I will now conclude this teaching by emphasising the importance of every person surrendering their heart to Jesus Christ and receiving the gift of eternal life
Jesus Himself said, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost.” (Luke 9:25)
God's desire is that we would not only have a fulfilled life here on earth, but that we would have an eternal home with Him in the age to come. For a believer to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord
Jesus Himself said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
For believers the best is yet to come beyond the grave              
Jesus will never reject anyone who comes to Him. His desire is that all people would enjoy the abundant life that He spoke of
God loves ALL people and desires to have a relationship with each of us, no matter how many mistakes (sins) that we may have made in the past
Because of God’s great love for us and Jesus Christ’s willingness to die on the cross for our sins, we can receive God’s forgiveness by coming to Christ, so that we can have eternal life and a future full of purpose and meaning
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8) 
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, bled and died on the cross at Calvary to pay the penalty for all of our sins

But death could not hold Him down
Three days later Jesus Christ arose triumphantly from the grave and is alive forevermore
Today Jesus Christ is knocking on the door of your heart

Today you can open your heart to Him and receive the free gift of eternal life by praying the following prayer;
Dear Father God today I turn from my sins to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for all my sins and arose from the dead three days later. Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. Fill me with the Holy Spirit I pray in Jesus name, Amen.
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